THE  PARSIS

instinct with the love of God, or with that tender sympathy
for mankind which is the love of God in another form, might
have attracted disciples whose fervid zeal would have made
the religion a worldwide power, and not merely the creed of a
handful ?

Very closely connected with this failure to realize the love
of God is the weakness of the doctrine of grace and forgiveness.
The question is once asked in the Gathas l:

Where is the recompense for wrong to be found, where pardon for
the same ? Where shall they attain the Right? Where is holy piety,
where Best Thought ? Thy Dominions, where are they, O Mazdah ?

That is, all these are to be found in the ' Dominions' of
Mazdah. The Kingdom of Heaven is the place of repentance
and pardon and perfect justice, of devotion and heavenly-
mindedness. But how is pardon attained ? There is silence
to that question. But we know that merits and demerits were
weighed inexorably, and the balance, however small, turned
the scale for heaven or hell.2 This principle is so fundamental
that it seems impossible to escape the inevitable conclusion.
What hope is there for a sinner who repents ? Only, it would
seem, that he may have time enough allotted him wherein to
balance his transgressions with an accumulation of merit. In
that case everything will depend on the duration of his respite
and the opportunity he gets for gathering merit of adequate
weight. On the other side we may have a man who declines
from virtue, in whose case salvation depends on his dying
before he has exhausted his credit balance. Zarathushtra was so
intensely keen upon securing a treasury full of merit, whereby
the Good Spirit might win a final victory over the evil, that
he overlooked the consequences of the mechanical system he
endorsed. That he inherited it, and did not invent it, makes
the oversight of so penetrating and practical a thinker less
difficult to understand. But in fact what he overlooked was
nothing less than the patent truth that to make the fruit
good, we must make the tree good. Otherwise we are only
1 Vs. 514.                         * See above, p. 35.